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How  to  Improve  Reading  Fluency
1. Read	aloud	to	your	students	to	provide	a	model	of	fluent	reading.	Looking	for	titles	that	kids	

love?	Visit	whatdowedoallday.com.

2. Have	children	listen	to	audio	books.When	children	follow	along	with	audio	recordings,	they	
are	hearing	another	model	of	fluent	reading.

3. Practice	sight	words	using	playful	activities.	Don’t	overdo	the	flashcards!	Instead,	try	some	
low-prep,	high	engagement	activities	like	these	- http://bit.ly/2qdyTn6

4. Have	your	students	perform	a	reader’s	theater.	Children	take	turns	reading	their	parts	from	a	
script	and	bring	the	text	alive	through	their	voices.	Find	free	reading	theater	scripts	online.

5. Have	children	do	paired	reading.	Put	them	in	pairs	and	have	them	read	to	each	other.	Pair	
more	fluent	readers	with	less	fluent	readers,	but	be	careful	not	to	make	the	ability	gap	too	
great.	Children	can	take	turns	reading	by	sentence,	paragraph,	or	page.	

6. Do	choral	reading.	Choose	a	short	book	or	passage	that	works	well	for	your	group.	Use	a	Big	
Book,	enlarged	text	on	a	screen,	or	individual	copies	for	each	student.	After	reading	to	the	
students	as	they	follow	along,	have	them	join	in	and	read	in	unison.	

7. Do	echo	reading.	After	reading	aloud	a	line	of	text,	invite	your	students	to	read	the	same	line.	
Continue	taking	turns	throughout	the	text.	This	works	especially	well	with	funny	poetry!	

8. Have	learners	do	repeated	readings. Choose	an	engaging	text	no	more	than	100-200	words	in	
length.	Have	students	read	it	through	several	times.	You	might	have	them	time	themselves	and	
note	how	long	it	took	to	read	the	passage.	Another	idea	is	to	have	them	read	the	text	for	1-2	
minutes	and	count	how	many	words	they	read.	If	possible,	have	them	chart	the	time	or	
number	of	words	after	each	reading	so	they	can	see	their	progress.	

9. Teach	children	to	break	words	into	chunks	using	phrasing	and	
”scooping.”	Simply	write	a	short	passage	on	paper.	Then	guide	
learners	as	they	read	the	passage	and	draw	curved	lines	under	
each	phrase.	Get	a	done-for-you	pack	of	scooping	phrases	here	-
http://bit.ly/29JYIWd

10. Give	students	time	to	read	on	their	own. Guide	students	as	they	
choose	books	that	are	at	their	independent	reading	level.	Build	
independent	reading	time	into	every	school	day.	Then	support	
each	student	with	a	one-on-one	reading	conference	at	least	once	
a	week.	
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